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Commentary… 

 
What are Jews who Embrace the Black Lives Matter Movement 
Endorsing?     By Jonathan S. Tobin 
 To read the statement signed by more than 600 Jewish groups last 
week, in which they identified their denominations, synagogues and 
organizations with the Black Lives Matter movement, it’s clear that 
they believe they are on the right side of history. The letter, which was 
published as a full-page ad in The New York Times on Aug. 28, is 
forthright in its claim that “the Black Lives Matter movement is the 
current day Civil Rights movement in this country, and it is our best 
chance at equity and justice. By supporting this movement, we can 
build a country that fulfills the promise of freedom, unity, and safety 
for all of us, no exceptions.” 
 For many Americans, BLM is more of an anodyne statement of 
opposition to racism than a political agenda or a list of specific 
grievances and demands. As such, it was understandable that polls 
showed that most people supported this movement in the weeks 
following the death of George Floyd on May 25. But if, as the polls 
have indicated, that support is starting to drop precipitously, it is 
because months of riots, looting and acts of intimidation often 
mislabeled “peaceful protests” by some in the media have alerted a 
growing number of Americans to the troubling aspects of this 
movement. Still, these factors don’t appear to have made an 
impression on the 600 groups that pledged their support for Black 
Lives Matter, including the Reform, Conservative and 
Reconstructionist branches of Judaism, the Anti-Defamation League, 
the Jewish Council on Public Affairs, as well as a host of individual 
synagogues and a collection of liberal, leftist and anti-Zionist groups.  
 On the day that letter was published, the Movement for Black 
Lives, which is the chief organizing group for the BLM idea, 
published a summary of their new policy platform. It is being billed as 
a sequel to the controversial platform published by the same group in 
2016 that included a section that falsely denounced Israel as an 
“apartheid state,” a lie that it integral to the intersectional ideology at 
the core of the BLM mindset. 
 While the full text of the BLM platform is yet to be published, the 
summary didn’t mention Israel—to the relief of some Jewish 
supporters. 
 Would it have mattered even if it had? 
 Some Jews have fallen for the delusion that they need to join BLM 
in order to help moderate its radicals. Others have convinced 
themselves that this is their opportunity to be considered worthy 
successors to those Jews who worked to end “Jim Crow” laws and 
marched with Dr. Martin Luther King. They think focusing on the 
attacks on Israel or even the growing number of incidents of anti-
Semitism in the African-American community is to miss the point. 
They believe that Jews are obligated to go along with BLM because 
they accept the notion that the United States is irredeemably racist in 
nature and that there is an epidemic of murders of African-Americans 
by the police. 
 The problem with this formulation is that it is simply wrong. 
Despite a troubled past, America is not a racist nation today, let alone 
a society dominated by institutionalized hate. The statistical evidence 
also contradicts the widely accepted claims about a police war on 
blacks. 
 It’s also worth exploring what is in the summary of the new BLM 
platform. Rather than an easily supported agenda around which all 
Americans of good will could rally, it is a laundry list of far-left 
radical and Marxist proposals antithetical to the idea that BLM 
deserves mainstream support. 
 Supporters will say their demands are irrelevant, and what matters 
is a statement supporting the struggle against racism. 
 But the letter from the 600 groups is more than a restatement of 
idealistic notions about tikkun olam or amorphous and highly dubious 
claims about alleged police brutality. It goes out of its way to 
mischaracterize skepticism about BLM and the vicious cancel culture 
it has helped to spawn as morally equivalent to attacks on King from 
segregationists and racists. 
 It doesn’t merely ignore the fact that so many “peaceful protests” 
turned into violent riots and the way BLM activists have sought to 
intimidate anyone who will not bow to their agenda. It also seeks to 

link opposition to the 
movement to anti-
Semitism. That isn’t 
just wrong. It’s outrageous since 
intersectional radicals who form 
the shock troops of the BLM 
movement, including 
cheerleaders for the Nation of 
Islam and its leader, Louis 
Farrakhan, as well as race-baiter 

Al Sharpton, are themselves guilty of anti-Semitism. 
 We can only shake our heads at the chutzpah of anti-Zionist 
groups like IfNotNow and Jewish Voice for Peace, which have 
consistently been guilty of anti-Semitism, condemning it in others. 
But you have to wonder how groups that are avowedly Zionist—like 
JCPA, the ADL, and the mainstream religious movements and 
synagogues—can justify legitimizing these groups by signing the 
BLM manifesto along with them. 
 The only explanation for this travesty is that many Jews believe 
that the way to maintain their standing as liberals guilty of “white 
privilege” is to back BLM. The statement’s talk of “politicians and 
political movements in this country who build power by deliberately 
manufacturing fear to divide us against each other,” or 
“manufacturing division” and fomenting anti-Semitism is a dog 
whistle to leftist foes of President Donald Trump. Whatever your 
opinion of Trump, this attempt to demand that we ignore the 
radicalism of the BLM movement, and the violent and anti-Semitic 
forces it is unleashing, is as dishonest as it is disturbing. 
 The pro-Black Lives Matter letter isn’t so much a defense of a 
movement as a not-so-subtle attempt to cancel, shame and silence 
anyone with the temerity to point out the danger in the cause the 
signatories have embraced. As such, it’s clear that Jewish supporters 
of the BLM movement aren’t trying to help unite us against hate. 
Instead, they are choosing a side in a culture war that is cruelly 
dividing a wounded country struggling to recover from the 
coronavirus pandemic. In doing so, it is they who are choosing to be 
on the wrong side of history, not their opponents.   (JNS Aug 31) 

 
 
A Tectonic Shift in the Middle East      By Ariel Kahana 
 Over the past decade or so, I have reported from around 100 
countries. I have been in the White House during the good moments 
(with U.S. President Donald Trump) and the bad ones (with President 
Barack Obama). 
 I have witnessed the return of the remains of an Israeli soldier 
from Syria through Moscow, and traveled with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to Uganda, Brazil, Ethiopia and Beijing for his 
diplomatic visits. But Monday’s flight from Tel Aviv to Abu Dhabi 
was something completely different. It underscores the major 
breakthrough between the United Arab Emirates and Israel.  
 The fact that El Al’s Star of David flew over Saudi Arabia 
symbolizes the tectonic shift underway in relations between Israel 
and the Arab world. Israel took a giant leap forward on Monday in its 
effort to integrate into the region. The hostility and the boycotts are 
now a thing of the past, a new era of cooperation and friendship has 
begun. 
 The enormity of these developments was palpable among all 
those who were on board, not just the Israeli and U.S. officials but 
also the flight crew and reporters. Everyone talked about how it was 
such a great privilege to be taking part in this historic event. Special 
face masks decorated with the flags of the United States, the UAE 
and Israel were handed out; the boarding passes also had a special 
design. 
 It’s also worth noting that throughout the three-hour flight, Israeli 
and U.S. officials sat next to each other as if they were family or 
citizens of the same nation. Such closeness among the senior 
members of both governments is unprecedented. This intimacy in and 
of itself is an accomplishment that stands out. 
 One of the most moving moments was when the head of Israel’s 
National Security Council, Meir Ben-Shabbat, addressed the Emirati 
people in Arabic, with the Israeli flag and the El Al plane in the 
backdrop at the Abu Dhabi airport. This image will live forever in 
Israeli history books, for good reason. 
 Now that the festivities are over, however, the hard work begins. 
This part usually takes longer and will no doubt be more complex. 
Crises may emerge, but the overwhelming majority of issues don’t 
require any gaps to be bridged. There are some external problems, 
chief among which is the question of whether Saudi Arabia will grant 
Israeli carriers a green light to enter its airspace. 
 Another, more important question, is what will happen with the 
extension of Israeli sovereignty to Judea and Samaria. Israel has 
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agreed to put this on hold in exchange for the normalization with the 
UAE, but sooner or later this suspension will come to an end. 
(Israel Hayom Sep 1) 

 
 
The Palestinians have been Left on their Own   By Eyal Zisser 
 Israel and the United Arab Emirates are now taking another 
important step towards peace. 
 This weekend’s announcement that the UAE was canceling its 
economic boycott of Israel, that the first commercial flight departed 
for the UAE from Ben-Gurion International Airport on Monday, and 
that the start of practical negotiations for implementing peace all show 
that the Emirati leaders are determined to make sure the agreement 
includes real content. The goal is to maintain warm ties with Israel and 
cooperate with it on economic ventures, rather than just defense.  
 The Palestinians could have been the first to enjoy the fruit of said 
cooperation, but they aren’t interested in normalization or warm peace, 
even if these could bring both Israel and the Palestinians prosperity. 
It’s no wonder the Palestinians greeted the news of peace between 
Israel and the UAE with a cry of desperation and rushed to condemn 
the Emirati “betrayal” of the Palestinian cause. 
 But it seems as if what’s bothering the Palestinians isn’t the 
declaration of peace or the fact that most Arab countries welcome and 
support it—a few even signaling that they will soon follow suit. The 
Palestinians have been left on their own, and the Arab world, which 
was supposed to fight their battles for them, is now lining up to make 
peace with Israel. 
 Basically, only Iran and Turkey took a stand against the Israel-
UAE peace deal, and even they didn’t do so for the sake of the 
Palestinians, but because they see the deal as hurting their own status 
in the region, and possibly even as a challenge to their attempts to gain 
influence and control throughout the Arab world. 
 The deal could have helped the Palestinians promote their own 
vital interests. It gives the UAE the power to act to implement calm 
and regional stability, and even mediate between the two sides to help 
them reach understandings, which would improve the Palestinians’ 
economic situation and living standards. After all, aid like this is better 
than the money the Qataris are throwing on the conflict like gasoline 
on a fire, which merely goes to feed radicalism and terrorism. 
 But the Palestinians—being Palestinians—prefer to cling to 
dreams that will never come true and anger, disappointment and 
frustration that will lead them nowhere. To make peace, one needs 
courage. It’s much easier to stay put in a dead-end.   
(Israel Hayom Sep 1) 

 
 
American Jewry’s Phased Self-Destructionism    By Yisrael Medad 
 The Beth Hillel Temple in Kenosha, Wis., a 93-year-old 
synagogue, had the words “Free Palestine” painted on its driveway on 
Aug. 25 during the protests and riots that occurred following the 
shooting of 29-year-old African-American Jacob Blake. Earlier this 
year, the synagogue had signed an interfaith letter that condemned “a 
broken societal system which disproportionately affects communities 
of color.” Incidentally, it was originally built with a gym and 
basketball court because, back in the 1920s, Jews were not welcome at 
the nearby YMCA. 
 One would presume that the spiritual leader of this synagogue 
would openly condemn the obvious anti-Semitic act done by Black 
Lives Matter activists as if every, or any, Jewish-identified institution 
or person is somehow responsible for the plight of a national 
movement in the Middle East. Moreover, what connection is there 
between “Palestine” and the situation of blacks in America except, 
possibly, that the flag of Israel flies under that of America there?  
 Instead, Rabbi Dena Feingold of this Reform congregation was 
quoted as saying, 
 “That’s a trivial matter. What’s happened these last few days is not 
about us and what’s happened to us. It’s about the issues of systemic 
racism that plague our society. About police policy, about implicit 
bias, white privilege and those bigger issues is what this is about. It 
doesn’t change anything at all.” In another interview, she stated, “I 
wouldn’t be looking for particular sympathy.” 
 T’ruah termed her “one of our incredible chaverim.” J Street 
retweeted the T’ruah triumphal observation that Feingold is “less 
worried about potential damage to her synagogue than the bigger 
issue: systemic racism and how to bring about change.” 
 And as for the youth, the IfNotNow Kaddish-sayers for Hamas 
walked back an early condemnation of that daubing as “anti-Semitic, 
tweeting: “We’d like to do teshuvah (repentance) for the ways in 
which our tweet’s phrasing fell short and contributed to distracting 
from the most urgent issues facing our country today: police violence 
and anti-Black racism.” 

 Let us establish the rabbi’s credentials. She keeps a BLM 
“Yahrzeit List.” She has supported Rabbi Arik Ascherman in the past 
and pushed the two-state solution to president-elect Barack Obama in 
2008. She signed on to a joint J Street, T’ruah and Americans for 
Peace Now 2012 letter that demanded of Israeli Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu that he “cease plans to construct new 
settlements in E1, elsewhere in the West Bank, or in East Jerusalem.” 
 Oddly enough, Feingold uses a dismissive formulation I recall 
being severely condemned when used by Rabbi Meir Kahane in other 
circumstances in referring to the violence done by rioters, declaring 
she will “not excuse the destruction, but … understands the 
frustration that leads to it.” After all, she added, “one person with a 
can of spray paint does not speak for an entire cause.” She is an 
admirable example of the extreme liberal/progressive thinking of 
America’s rabbinate. 
 It would appear that we are witnessing elements of the spiritual 
leadership echelon of American Jewry moving into a phase of self-
destructionism. 
 The two BLM-support letters published in June and last week 
contained this wish or assumption: 
 “When Jewish people join together with our neighbors across 
racial and religious differences, as we have in the past, we can protect 
each other … .” 
 Protect each other? If there is a growing outlook that views 
looting as a positive act, calling it reparations, and the author of a 
new book, someone who describes herself as a “queer Jewish activist, 
argues that “stealing goods and destroying property are direct, 
pragmatic strategies of wealth redistribution and improving life for 
the working class,” allow me to assume that Jews will be among the 
first to lose any protection from so-called “neighbors.” 
 A century ago, when Bundists enlisted in Russia’s Communist 
revolution, the result the elimination of organized Jewish spiritual life 
through the establishment of the fiendish Yevsektsiya, which 
“initiated and executed the liquidation of Jewish kehillot, the 
confiscation of synagogue buildings, the closing of yeshivot, 
hadarim, and Hebrew schools, the closing of libraries, and the 
banning of books. They fought the remnants of Jewish political and 
cultural organizations to the bitter end.” 
 They also contributed to the deaths of thousands of Jews faithful 
to their religion, language and culture. 
 It has been some five years since BLM has issued a platform 
statement. According to rumors in the media, a summary of new 
Movement for Black Lives platform contains no mention of Israel but 
that same story also notes that a representative of BLM “could not 
say for certain whether the full platform would include any mention 
of Israel.” 
 Whether or not there is a change in language, progressive Jews, 
including those above, have expressed support for a movement that 
promotes the trope that “Israel is an apartheid state” and it engages in 
a “genocide taking place against the Palestinian people.” These Jews 
lend themselves to the mortiferous targeting not only of fellow Jews, 
in a general sense, but actual brothers and sisters living in Israel. This 
is a moral collapse of sinister proportions. 
 As Jonathan S. Tobin wrote: “Blaming American Jews for the 
grievances that some may have against Israel, regardless of the merit 
or lack thereof of such complaints, is also a form of anti-Semitism.” 
 Progressives, in lending their support to the radical movements 
we witness rampaging through America’s streets, in identifying with 
their goals and, most importantly, in subjugating the interests of Jews 
to these, they increase not only the probability of Jewish community 
debilitation but in physical attacks on Jewish institutions as well. 
Physical attacks on Jews is the next stage. 
 When 300 anti-Zionist Reform rabbis petitioned President 
Woodrow Wilson not to lend support for the ratification of the 
League of Nations mandate for Palestine to reconstitute to the historic 
Jewish homeland, when the American Council for Judaism fought to 
deny the establishment of a U.N.-recognized Jewish state, when 
Breira campaigned for complete territorial withdrawal, all of these 
were actions—invidious and dangerous as they were—on the level of 
politicians and diplomats. 
 Feingold’s dismissal, Vicky Osterweil’s book on looting, along 
with the antics of IfNotNow, J Street’s back-handed support of Iran’s 
nuclear program, Bend the Arc’s advertisements among other efforts 
of the rising new progressive Jewish agenda network will result, as 
has happened previously in efforts to eliminate or redefine Jewish 
identity, in a suicidal, if not an aggressive thanatostic instinct. 
 If the American Jewish establishment continues to coddle them, 
compromise with them and even express admiration for them, then 
they, too, are complicit in this seemingly uncontainable march 
towards self-destruction.   (JNS Sep 1) 

 



The Israel-UAE Deal Exposes Hypocrisy of Pro-BDS Jewish 
Groups      By Jeff Seidel    
 ‘Nothing to celebrate.” 
 That was the response of Jewish Voice for Peace (JVP) to the 
United Arab Emirates ending animosity toward and non-recognition of 
Israel for the entire span of Jewish state’s existence. Though bilateral 
trade that will benefit peoples in both countries, Palestinians included, 
easing the effects of climate change and saving lives in the operating 
room, they couldn’t even say “well done.” 
 Even the left-wing, Israel-focused political group J Street was able 
to recognize that peace with the UAE is a positive development while 
highlighting unresolved issues. Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
(BDS) movement-supporting groups’ blatant disregard for an act of 
tikkun olam (repairing the world) is hypocritical and harmful to the 
people actually living in the region. JVP and others should celebrate 
peace even if they don’t love the political actors behind it. 
 No matter what the situation, the answer is always the same, “but 
the occupation!” 
 It’s a single-minded focus that is deep-seated to the point that it 
necessitates blind hatred and the infantilizing of the entire Palestinian 
people. Palestinians are taught hate from a young age in their 
textbooks, walk to and from school on streets that honor “martyrs” 
who murdered Israeli civilians, and their tax money pays the family 
members of those who carry out horrific terrorist attacks. 
 Despite lacking funds to combat coronavirus, the celebration of 
dead innocents takes precedence over the lives of their fellow 
Palestinians. Despite this cradle-to-grave culture of incitement, many 
Palestinians do not hate. The point, however, is that the conflict is 
complicated, and the clear-cut blame-Israel-always approach of JVP 
and others should be recognized for what it is. 
 US President Dwight Eisenhower once said that military spending 
was in a sense “a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those 
who are cold and are not clothed.” 
 Similarly, the idea of spending so much time and effort on keeping 
Israel and Arab states enemies over the Palestinian issue is a theft from 
those living in the Middle East. It prevents countless people who live 
in the Middle East from opportunities to enjoy the benefits of Israeli 
tech, mutual tourism, and stability in countering Iranian influence. JVP 
and other BDS supporters would rather deprive those millions of 
opportunities and condemn people to suffer for a far-off fringe 
American political ideology. 
 The issues Israel has with the Palestinians still need to be solved, 
but when it gets to the point of not even being able to acknowledge the 
benefit of two countries making peace because it contradicts your 
particular approach, something is seriously wrong. Trying to beat 
Israel into submission via BDS won’t work. Even its founder, Omar 
Barghouti, attended an Israeli university, gave his OK to a potential 
Israeli coronavirus vaccine, and admitted his real goal was for Israel 
not to exist. 
 Even if you believe Israel is the worst country on the planet while 
ignoring Iran, Syria, Hezbollah, Hamas, etc., the fact of the matter is 
that forcing virtually complete capitulation of the Israeli public is a 
long way off. The Palestinian issue, however, needs to be solved 
sooner rather than later. 
 This peace between Israel and the UAE represents the start of a 
new approach, aimed at removing the barriers to a better life for those 
in the region in the absence of peace, while giving both Israelis and 
Palestinians the impetus to move forward and try something new. JVP 
and other groups have every right to be skeptical, but at least they 
should recognize the goodness of peace between countries and that 
their own opinion is just that, not an infallible truth, especially in the 
face of a rapidly changing geopolitical situation. 
 JVP and other fringe groups should remember the words of 
Benjamin Franklin, “There was never a good war or a bad peace.” 
(Jerusalem Post Aug 31) 

 
 
Nefesh B’Nefesh is Working Miracles Bringing Jews Home Under 
Coronavirus      By Shmuley Boteach    
 To see Israel today is to witness prophecies come true: The Jews 
are back in the mix, on their land, and at the helm of their destiny, 
precisely the way God promised. But we must also recognize the 
armies of men and women bringing these prophecies to fruition. 
 God told Ezekiel, “The towns shall be resettled and the ruined sites 
rebuilt,” and Israel’s brave pioneers and immigrants made good on the 
promise. The Irgun, Hagana and the IDF were God honoring another 
pledge: “They shall no longer be a spoil for the nations, they shall 
dwell secure and untroubled.” (Ezekiel 34:28). 
 Today, Israel’s agricultural workers help the “land to yield its 
produce and the tree to yield its fruit” (Leviticus 26:4),” while those in 
the bustling hi-tech sector vindicate Moses’ prediction that Israel 
would be celebrated worldwide as “a wise and insightful people.” 

(Deuteronomy 4:6). 
 Equally awe-inspiring, though lesser known, are the prophecies 
are being confirmed by Jews in the Diaspora. Right here in North 
America, there’s a small but specialized force bringing another 
beautiful promise to life: that God will bring His scattered people 
home. 
 From the online application through the touchdown at Ben-
Gurion Airport and beyond, Nefesh B’Nefesh, with the outstanding 
Ari Schuchman at its helm, guides returning Jews through 
bureaucracies on both sides of the ocean, helping them navigate 
healthcare, banking, and the hunt for jobs, homes, and friends. 
 “Even if your exiles are at the end of the heavens,” Moses 
assured us some 3,300 years ago, “the Lord your God will gather you 
from there, and from there He will take you.” 
 Over the past few months, I’ve seen these words rise like a tide 
up close, firsthand, and inside my own home. 
 About a year ago, my 19-year-old son Yosef informed his parents 
that he’d be moving to Israel and joining the IDF, God willing. I 
knew it wouldn’t be easy. When the pandemic hit, I was sure he’d 
have to make peace with a dream delayed. Travel was nearly 
impossible, how could we pull off an intercontinental move? 
 What I didn’t know was that the global pandemic had only sent 
Nefesh B’Nefesh and the Jewish Agency, under the inspired 
leadership of Isaac Herzog, into overdrive. 
 In June, the organization announced that it had received a record 
number of applications – 1,350 in a single month – and logged more 
than 25,000 calls from people still on the fence. The surge reflects 
Israel’s immigration estimates as well: In 2019, 35,000 Jews moved 
to Israel; over the next three to five years, Israel expects that figure to 
rise to an astounding 250,000. 
 With all of that going on, they still got Yosef in. Last week, he 
arrived in Israel, got an Israeli citizen ID, and went off to his pre-
military academy in the deserts of the South. Thank God, he is the 
fourth of my children to become a citizen of the Jewish state. 
 All of this was made possible through the ongoing assistance 
from volunteers and organizers at Nefesh B’Nefesh, the professionals 
at the Jewish Agency, And the amazing staff at the Israeli Embassy in 
Washington under Ambassador Ron Dermer, the ultimate Jewish 
dream machine. 
 Help aside, the love and care they show new immigrants 
embodies the prophets’ words to even a greater degree. With a power 
that could move a man to tears, Isaiah tells the Jews how lovingly 
their Lord would seek them out: 
 “Fear not, for I am with you. Fom the East, I will bring you back, 
from the West I shall gather you. I will say to the North, ‘Give back!’ 
And to the South, ‘Do not withhold! Bring My sons from afar and 
My daughters from the end of the Earth.’” 
 Nefesh B’Nefesh brings Jews back to Israel in the way God 
would; amid unbridled kindness, compassion, providing attention and 
dignity for every person in their care. 
 We’ve got a lot more prophecies to see through. God’s ultimate 
promise is a world without hunger, poverty or war – certainly without 
pandemics. We eagerly await that day of complete redemption. Until 
then, we continue to endure painful reminders that our exile hasn’t 
wholly ended – like the tragic death of a young man in Crown 
Heights this week or the murder of a Rabbi in Israel a week before 
(may their memory be a blessing). 
 As we face intensifying domestic strife, worrying geopolitical 
shifts and a terrible pandemic, hope becomes a hotter pot to hold. 
But the same prophecies which kindled Jews with a hope strong 
enough to endure nearly 20 centuries of suffering can keep us looking 
forward still. 
 The great sage Rabbi Akiva famously comforted a group of 
rabbis who were crying as they watched foxes frolic on the Temple 
Mount. Far from a sad sight, he insisted, they were witnessing the 
fruition of the prophet’s words, “Zion shall be plowed as a field.” He 
then told them of another, which predicted Jerusalem being reborn: 
“Old men and women shall yet sit in her streets.” 
 With a smile, he made sense of his joy: The promise of 
destruction had come true, so the promise of rebirth had to happen, 
too. Even more blessed than even a prophecy is its fulfillment, 
because if one comes true, they all do. 
 Isaiah predicted precisely how his predictions would be proven 
true: “All the nations assemble as one, The peoples gather. Who 
among them declared this and foretold to us things that have 
happened? Let them produce their witnesses and be vindicated! That 
men, hearing them, may say, ‘It is true!’” (Isaiah 43:9). 
The prophets spoke three millennia ago, but today we can all say, “It 
is true!” 
 Thanks to organizations like the Jewish Agency and Nefesh 
B’Nefesh, there’s barely a need for faith or imagination – the 
accuracy speaks for itself.   (Jerusalem Post Aug 31) 



Netanyahu, Trump and Obama Doctrines on Display with El Al 
Flight to Emirates      By Alex Traiman 
 When does a three-hour commercial flight from one nation to a 
neighboring country represent a major diplomatic achievement? When 
the flight originates in Israel—a peace-seeking nation that has been 
subject to more hostility and double-standards than nearly every other 
nation on earth. 
 El Al flight #971 from Tel Aviv to Abu Dhabi represents the 
beginning of the end of the longstanding Arab boycott on Israel and 
the start of a new era in which Israel is transforming from a regional 
pariah into a recognized superpower in the Middle East. Just a day 
beforehand, the Emirates cancelled a longstanding boycott law 
banning commercial activities with Israel or the sale of Israeli 
products.  
 It is widely believed that the flight, made possible by the soon-to-
be-signed “Abraham Accord” between Israel and the United Arab 
Emirates, will lead to normalization with other countries across the 
Middle East and North Africa, including Bahrain and Oman, which 
both had representatives at the rollout of the Trump administration’s 
“Peace to Prosperity” vision for Israelis and Palestinians at the White 
House in January, as well as possibly Saudi Arabia and Sudan. 
 The historic flight represents the first Israeli commercial flight to 
fly over Saudi airspace. 
 Further, the normalization may lead to the strengthening of ties 
between Israel and its immediate Middle Eastern neighbors, Egypt and 
Jordan. 
 At a joint press conference in Jerusalem on Sunday with President 
Donald Trump’s senior adviser Jared Kushner and U.S. National 
Security Advisor Robert O’Brien, Netanyahu stated, “Yesterday, the 
Emirates officially abolished the anachronistic boycott of the Jewish 
state. This opens the door for what I can only call unbridled trade, 
tourism, investments, exchanges between the Middle East’s two most 
advanced economies.” 
 Netanyahu added that “today’s breakthroughs will become 
tomorrow’s norms. It will pave the way for other countries to 
normalize their ties with Israel.” 
 Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu with Jared Kushner, 
senior advisor to President Donald Trump, and National Security 
Advisor Robert O’Brien at a press conference. Credit: Prime 
Minister’s Office. 
The accord, expected to be formally signed at the White House in the 
coming weeks, has come about due to a combination of factors. 
 The first has been what is now touted as the Netanyahu Doctrine: 
the prime minister’s decade-long insistence that solving the greater 
Israeli-Arab conflict would precede the otherwise intractable Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. 
 Yet working parallel to Netanyahu’s peacemaking efforts—some 
of which took place above ground with other efforts taking place out 
of view—has been the shifting policies of the United States. 
 Over the past four years, Trump has radically altered the U.S. 
approach towards seeking peace in the Middle East. This included 
challenging several long-held state department principles: 
 That suburban Israeli housing in the biblical regions of Judea and 

Samaria—often referred to as West Bank settlements—are illegal 
and the primary obstacle to peace in the region. 

 That weakening Israel by forcing it to cede tracts of land will lead 
to peace. 

 That Palestinian rejection of any Israeli offer should necessitate 
even grander Israeli offers. 

 That holding up recognition of Israeli sovereignty over lands it 
fully controls, including Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, will 
entice Palestinians to come to the negotiating table. 

 The Trump administration’s willingness to challenge these 
principles, while adopting the Netanyahu doctrine that ending the 
wider Arab boycott of Israel will significantly reduce the 
Palestinian’s bargaining position, has been cause for great 
celebration in Israel. 

 Its policy to make America energy independent has similarly 
weakened the position of Arab states to dictate American Middle 
Eastern policy. When America was fully dependent on oil from Gulf 
States—at whatever prices a Gulf-influenced oil cartel set—those 
states had significant influence over U.S. foreign policy in the region. 
With America now turning from importer to oil exporter, the balance 
of policy leverage has similarly been reversed. 
 Gulf States, under threat from Iran, still recognize that it is within 
their strategic interest to maintain strong ties with the United States—
the world’s largest military power. And today, strengthening ties with 

the United States includes improving ties with America’s greatest 
ally in the region: Israel. 
 Yet Netanyahu has not one, but two American presidents to thank 
for the Emirates’ pivot towards Israel. The second is Trump’s 
immediate predecessor, Barack Obama. 
 It was Obama’s misguided betrayal of longstanding American 
allies and cozying to the region’s most malign actors that ultimately 
paved the path towards Israel’s emergence as a regional superpower. 
 Even before taking office, Obama pledged that he would create 
“daylight” between America and Israel, and that he would work to 
isolate Israel in diplomatic forums, particularly in Western Europe 
and at the United Nations. 
 Obama’s betrayal of pro-Western Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and subsequent support of the Muslim Brotherhood and 
new president, Mohamed Morsi, nearly destroyed Israel’s peace 
treaty with Egypt. Shortly after, Obama referred Turkey’s dictator 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan—who has been consistently hostile towards 
Israel—as one of the leaders the American president trusted most. 
 Rather than take these American policy shifts sitting down, 
Obama unwittingly challenged Netanyahu to dramatically improve 
Israel’s diplomatic ties around the world. 
 Over the past 11 years, Netanyahu has worked tirelessly to 
improve relations with the world’s largest and most powerful nations, 
including China, India, Russia and Australia. Simultaneously, he 
sought to counterbalance the weight of antagonist Western European 
leaders by drastically improving relations with Eastern European 
leaders—many of whom were tiring of the Muslim immigration 
policies being hoisted upon them by Western European leaders. 
These nations revered Israel’s strong sense of nationalism and 
commitment to secure borders. 
 Netanyahu did not stop there. He made historic trips to Latin 
America and Africa, pitching the benefits, flexibility and low cost of 
Israeli technological breakthroughs to solve pressing problems in the 
fields of security, energy, water and agriculture. 
 Gulf States took notice of Israel’s improved worldwide 
diplomatic status. 
 Yet it was Obama’s signing of the JCPOA, the Iranian nuclear 
deal that truly defined Netanyahu’s leadership. The deal emboldened 
Iran with more than $150 billion and gave the Islamic Republic what 
Kushner referred to Sunday as a “glide path to a nuclear weapon.” 
And as Iranian leaders were working to build nuclear-weapons’ 
capability, they routinely called Israel a “cancerous tumor” and 
threatened to wipe the Jewish State “off the map.” 
 Here, too, Netanyahu did not take the threat lying down. In 
March of 2015, as the Obama administration was negotiating the 
JCPOA, Netanyahu gave a defining address before a joint session of 
the U.S. Congress, stating emphatically that “we must all stand 
together to stop Iran’s march of conquest, subjugation and terror.” 
 It was that speech, coupled with Israel’s continuous military and 
covert actions across the region to block Iran from producing nuclear 
weapons and marching towards regional hegemony, which led Arab 
Gulf States to turn in towards Israel. 
 Israel has acted time and again to prevent Iran from acquiring a 
nuclear weapon. Cyber warfare against Iranian nuclear facilities and 
the assassination of nuclear scientists are among actions rumored to 
have been conducted by Israel during Netanyahu’s tenure. And the 
public raiding in 2018 of a secret Iranian archive demonstrated 
Israel’s capabilities to identify and undermine Iranian nuclear 
ambitions. 
 Just last month in July, The New York Times reported that Israel 
may have detonated a bomb at Iran’s Natanz centrifuge, further 
setting back Iran’s nuclear program. 
 The soon-to-be-signed “Abraham Accord” is a clear validation of 
Netanyahu’s diplomatic efforts, in the face of extreme adversity. 
They are similarly a validation of Trump’s policies with regard to the 
Middle East and energy independence in stark contrast to the suspect 
policies of the Obama administration. 
 It may be no coincidence that these realizations are on display 
less than 100 days before a U.S. national presidential election, when 
Americans will choose between Trump, and Democratic candidate 
Joe Biden who served as vice president during the Obama 
administration and has pledged to return America to the JCPOA. 
 While Netanyahu clearly prefers working with a friendly Trump 
administration over his often-antagonistic Democratic rivals, he has 
also demonstrated his ability to improve Israel’s diplomatic position 
in the region and around the world, regardless of which American 
political party is in power.   (JNS Aug 31) 


